
HOW TO WRITE A RESOLUTION FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE 
ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 
Resolutions to amend the National Constitution and Bylaws (CB&L) must be submitted to the 
National Secretary-Treasurer of National Sojourners® Inc. by November 1st. They are then 
forwarded to the Resolutions Committee for processing and forwarding to the National Staff 
Judge Advocate (SJA). The Resolutions Committee and the SJA will convene at the Mid-Winter 
Meeting (MWM) to review all resolutions including any urgent resolutions submitted to the 
National Secretary prior to 9:00 a.m. of the second day of the MWM. The Committee will 
determine whether the urgent resolutions can be considered for approval by the delegates at the 
National Convention in June. The Committee must submit those resolutions found to be in order 
to the Committee of 33 for their review, and to the  National Secretary-Treasurer by 15 February 
for publication in the Sojourner Magazine no less than 75 days prior to the  start of the National 
Convention. 
 
A resolution consists of at least one directive ("Resolved clause") accompanied by supporting 
statements or facts ("Whereas clauses"). The WHEREAS statements are where you describe (a) 
the problem or issue, (b) the history or context for the policy, (c) which bodies were involved in 
reviewing and advising on this policy proposal, and (d) the general nature of the policy solution 
for which the author is proposing the change, and (e) why the change(s) proposed solve the 
problem/issue the author proposes to change.  
 
WHEREAS: When these are well written, there is a kind of rolling logic to the statements. In 
some cases, it is often helpful to the reader if the statements are organized in a chronological 
order. The Whereas paragraphs must specify the specific section(s) and applicable subsections of 
the National Constitution and By-Laws that will be affected or are to be revised per the 
resolution upon its passage. While the author should ensure the topic is covered well enough for 
an uninitiated reader to follow, a resolution should, if possible, not exceed one page in length. A 
very simple issue might require one or two WHEREAS statements; a more involved issue might 
require several more than two or three WHEREAS statements, but each WHEREAS statement 
should have a brief paragraph consisting of not more than one or two sentences. Any resolution 
that the committee votes to forward for membership vote will first be reviewed by legal counsel 
to ensure that it complies with all applicable articles of the C&BL and is consistent with National 
Sojourners, Inc.’s purposes and policies. If legal counsel/committee suggests minor changes in 
wording, the author of the resolution will be asked if he is willing to accept the changes. If legal 
counsel has substantive concerns, the Resolution Committee will determine whether the 
resolution may proceed to vote.  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The Resolved clauses will become National policy and 
are the most important part of the resolution. Each Resolved clause must be able to stand on its 
own. Each Resolved clause must contain an actionable request since the Resolved clause 
represents the policy that will be adopted.  
 
Resolved clauses should be stated in the affirmative, since the negative form is often confusing 
to the Assembly. • Remember that strong resolved clauses will be specific enough to get your 
point across, but flexible enough to be relevant in the long-term. This is the punch line. It is the 



action the author desires to be taken. They should state EXACTLY what the change to the 
C&BL is that the resolution proposes be changed. The resolution needs to be specific about what 
should be revised and exactly what language is being proposed for the revision. The reason for 
this is that the proposal often brings up issues that need more discussion and resolution if the 
proposed policy is really going to be implemented. If the resolution proposes to revise the 
existing language of an article in the C&BL, it is necessary to include the current version so that 
the Resolution Committee can compare the two. Providing a redlined version that shows the 
deletions or additions to the existing C&BL the resolution is proposing to be amended. 
 
If applicable, one of the last provisions in this section might say: “That the attached policy on 
(subject) be adopted effective (date).”  
 
Be it further resolved that upon passage of this resolution any other provision of the National 
Constitution and By-Laws affected by this resolution and not specifically amended or referenced 
in this resolution shall be amended and shall be interpreted to be in conformity with this 
resolution.  


